
 

 

 
 

 

 

Welsh Harp Joint Consultative 
Committee - Supplementary 
Agenda 
 

Tuesday, 19 July 2011 at 7.30 pm 
Council Chamber, Brent Town Hall, Forty Lane, 
Wembley, HA9 9HD 
 
 
Membership: 
 
Members Representing first alternates Second alternates 
Councillors:  Councillors: Councillors: 
KhatriKhatri LB Barnet     
Hart LB Barnet     
Johnson LB Barnet     
Rayner LB Barnet     
Ashraf  Hashmi CJ Patel 
Kataria  J Moher Crane 
Mashari  Kabir John 
Singh  R Moher Hirani 
    
 
For further information contact: Bryony Gibbs, Democratic Services Officer, Brent 
Council on 0208 937 1355 or at bryony.gibbs@brent.gov.uk 
 
 
For electronic copies of minutes, reports and agendas, and to be alerted when the 
minutes of this meeting have been published visit: 

www.brent.gov.uk/committees 
 
The press and public are welcome to attend this meeting 
 

Public Document Pack



 

 

Membership continued: 
 
Member Organisation 
  
David Carter Brent Sports Council 
Leela O'Dea British Waterways 
Neale Hider Environment Agency 
Neil Winter Environment Agency 
Peter Castle Hendon Rifle Club 
A Jefferson Hendon Rifle Club 
Klaus Schuricht Hendon Rifle Club 
Molly Savage Local Agenda 21 
Clive Cohen London Wildlife Trust 
Kate Mitchell Natural England 
John Thompson Old St Andrew's Residents' Association 
Jon Bell Princes Park Youth Football Club 
Commander G F Beck MBE Training Ship Broadsword 
Dr Leo Batten Welsh Harp Conservation Group 
Roy Beddard Welsh Harp Conservation Group 
Harry Mackie Welsh Harp Environmental Education 

Centre 
Brian Turgoose Welsh Harp Sailing Association 
Judy Shepherd West Hendon Community Forum 
Geoffrey Johnson Woolmead Residents' Association 
Jon Guest British Waterways 
Brain Turner Training Ship Broadsword 
 
 



 

 

Supplementary Agenda  
 
Introductions, if appropriate. 
 
Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members 
 

Item Page 
 

7 Report from the London Borough of Barnet  
 

1 - 12 

 
 

� Please remember to SWITCH OFF your mobile phone during the meeting. 
• The meeting room is accessible by lift and seats will be provided for 

members of the public. 
• Toilets are available on the second floor. 
• Catering facilities can be found on the first floor near the Paul Daisley Hall. 
• A public telephone is located in the foyer on the ground floor, opposite the 

Porters’ Lodge 
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AGENDA ITEM:  7 

Meeting Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee 

Date 19 July 2011 

Subject Welsh Harp Management Plan 

Report of Cabinet Member for Environment 

Summary To report the position on the Local Nature Reserve (LNR) and 
on-going site management. 

 

Officer Contributors Jenny Warren, Greenspaces Services Manager 

Status (public or exempt) Public 

Wards affected West Hendon 

Enclosures None 

For decision by Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee 

Function of Executive 

Reason for urgency / 
exemption from call-in (if 
appropriate) 

N/A 

Contact for further information:  Jenny Warren, Greenspaces Services Manager, 020 8359 
7803. 
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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 That the contents of the report be noted. 
 
2. RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
2.1 Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee on 23 March 2011 – approved the proposed 

boundary of the Local Nature Reserve. 
 
2.2 Hendon Area Environment Sub-Committee on 15 March 2005 agreed the designation of 

a Local Nature Reserve on the Welsh Harp. 
 
2.3 Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee of 15 June 2005 agreed draft byelaws. 
 
2.4 Hendon Area Environment Sub-Committee on 5 September 2006 and Cabinet on 16 

October 2006 endorsed the draft byelaws for formal approval by full Council on 7 
November 2006. 

 
2.5 Council formally endorsed the draft byelaws on 7 November 2007. 
 
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1 The Councils Corporate Plan 2010 - 2013 identifies as one of its Corporate Priorities the 

need to ensure Barnet’s continued success as a prosperous place where people want to 
live and at the same time preserve and enhance our Greenspaces as identified as part of 
a successful London suburb”. 

 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
 
4.1 There are no risk management issues associated with this report. 
 
5. EQUALITIES AND DIVERSITY ISSUES 
 
5.1 Parks and Open Spaces benefit all sectors of the community by improving the local 

environment.  Maintenance is carried out according to the management plan and takes 
into account requests from residents, users and Members.  Improvements are made, 
wherever possible, to ensure equal access for all users. 

 
6. USE OF RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS (Finance, Procurement, Performance & 

Value for Money, Staffing, IT, Property, Sustainability) 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7. LEGAL ISSUES 
 
7.1 The Local Authority has a statutory duty under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

2000 to safeguard, protect and enhance sites of special scientific interest.  The Local 
Authority has the power under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 to acquire, declare and manage nature reserves.  However, 
English Nature must be consulted by the Authority in the use of the powers given by 
section 21.  The 1949 Act states that a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) must be managed in 
such a way to ensure that use of the site does not result in any damage to its natural 
features. 
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8. CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS 
 
8.1 The Terms of Reference of the Joint Committee, as set out in its Constitution, 
 include: 

“to consider and co-ordinate all the interests of recreation / leisure / maintenance / nature 
conservation and statutory requirements of the British Waterways Board and the 
Environment Agency at the Welsh Harp; with the object of protecting the Welsh Harp and 
surrounding open land as a unique environment for both recreation and wildlife 
conservation.” 

 
9. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
9.1. Current ongoing management issues. 
 
9.1.1 Trees Rear off Dehar Crescent 

 Consent has been given from English Nature regarding pollarding various willows and 
works have been carried out.  

 
The Welsh Harp Tree Management and English Nature consent letter is detailed in 
Appendix A. 
 

9.1.2 Japanese Knotweed Control Programme 
An annual inspection was carried out in April, this was to monitor the previously 
controlled areas of infestations and to located further areas for control.  There was one 
new area of infestation which is located near the bottom of the allotments and the new 
bird hide.  The weed control programme for invasive species will continue, further control 
measures in the Welsh Harp will be carried out via injection directly into the plant canes, 
reducing any concerns regarding contamination to honey bees from glysophate that has 
been sprayed onto the surfaces of the leaves/flowers. 
 

9.1.3 Welsh Harp Working Group – Action Plan 
The Welsh Harp working group has not met for over six months, a review of the group 
and its ability to commit and deliver should be considered. 
 
The working group comprises of the following representatives: 

- London Borough of Barnet 
- London Borough of Brent 
- British Waterways 
- Welsh Harp Conservationists 
- Welsh Harp sailing Association 

 
9.1.4 Brent River Partnership 

All the stakeholders located within the Brent Catchment have formed an informal 
partnership to deliver joined up working in delivering the Water Framework Directive, 
particular priorities are the eradication of invasive species throughout the catchment and 
improving water quality.   
 

9.1.5 Infrastructure 
Three new ranger litter bins and two new wooden sleeper benches have been installed 
along the main footpath from Brent to Cool Oak Lane.  One dog bin was removed from 
the west Hendon side of the welsh harp  
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9.1.6 Litter Collection 
With the rise in litter during the summer months weekend litter patrols / collections have 
commenced this will go toward the aesthetics of the welsh harp.  
 

9.1.7 Rough Sleeper and Professional Dog Walkers 
The local Safer Neighbourhood Team and LBB’s PITT team have both been informed of 
the various situations which have arisen and are currently in the process of dealing with 
them. 
 

9.1.8 Fly Tipping 
There has been a new low metal vehicle barrier installed to the car park entrance of 
Woodfield Park.   This was installed in April to help reduce the amount of fly tipping which 
was occurring in the car park.  
 

9.1.9 Blue Green Algae 
An officer as well as a member of our Health and Safety team will be carrying out an 
inspection of the site whilst installing warning signs around the water edge 

  
10. LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
10.1 The Welsh Harp Management Plan can be found on Brent Council’s website: 

www.brent.gov.uk/parks in the biodiversity section. 
 
Legal – PD 
CFO – SP 
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Welsh Harp Tree Management Area 4b   Update October 2010 
 
Year 1 2003-04 2008 
Year 2 2004 2009 
Year 3 2005 2010 
Year 4 2006 2011 
Year 5 2007 2012 
 
 
Location Species DBH   Stems Cond Year Recommendations/Works 

T1 Common Oak 37 1 Good  None, left for biodiversity 

T2 Willow (multi stem) 49 6 Fair 3 Three year cycle: due 2010 
Pollard to 3 metres 
Coppice trunks overhanging 
water line and footpath. 
 

T3 Willow (multi stem) 45 3 Fair 3 

 
T4 Willow (multi stem) 33 8 Fair 3 Three Year cycle: due 2010 

Coppice trunks overhanging 
water line and footpath. 
 T5 Willow (multi stem) 31 8 Fair 3 

T6 Willow (multi stem) 32 3 Fair 3 Five Year Cycle 
Pollard one at 3 metres 
Canopy thinning to other tree. T7 Willow (multi stem) 69 4 Fair 3 

T 8 (group 
of 6 
stools) 
  
  
  
  
  

Willow  (multi stem) 27 22 Poor 3&5 

Mixture of the following: 
Coppice willows near water 
margin to 1m, to provide ground 
level regrowth. 
Pollard to 3 metres, to give low 
level regrowth, providing screen 
and bird nesting. Allow views at 
house level.  
Agree proportion to be cut prior 
to cutting season. 
No works to alder, elder of 
hawthorn (except H+S where 
necessary) 
 
 

Willow  (multi stem) 27 11 Poor 3&5 

Willow  (multi stem) 23 2 Poor 3&5 

Willow  (multi stem) 23 6 Poor 3&5 

Willow  (multi stem) 27 7 Poor 3&5 

Willow  (multi stem) 15 14 Poor 3&5 

  
 Silver birch 19 1 Fair  

 
None, left for biodiversity 

T 9 (group 
of 2 
stools) 
  

Willow (multi stem) 23 16 Fair 4 

 
Pollard to 1 metre, to give low 
level regrowth, providing screen 
and bird nesting. Allow views at 
house level – retain screen to 
bird hide Willow (multi stem) 43 5 Fair 4 

T10 Sycamore 31 1 Fair  None, left for biodiversity 

T11 Willow (multi stem) 63 3 Fair 4 

Pollard to 1 metre, to give low 
level regrowth, providing screen 
and bird nesting. Allow views at 
house level 

T12 Ash 28 1 Fair  None, left for biodiversity 

T 13 
(group of 
11 stools) 
  
  

Willow (multi stem) 38 6 Fair 5  
 
Trees overhanging gardens and 
path (health and safety and fire 
break requirements), reduce 

Willow (multi stem) 63 1 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 48 12 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 48 14 Fair 5 
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Willow (multi stem) 64 3 Fair 5 back from fence line x 4 m by 
coppicing to 1m.  
 
If deemed necessary, 
agreement of work to individual 
trees, roughly:  
50% high canopy retention,  
25% high pollarding at 4m 
25% high canopy thinning 
Selection of works done 
spring 2007 
 

Willow (multi stem) 14 10 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 31 14 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 28 4 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 27 4 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 30 1 Fair 5 

Willow (multi stem) 23 4 Fair 5 

General 

Control seedling trees regeneration, control sycamore regeneration, maximise species and 
diversity, control alien and garden escapes (leave existing mature specimens). 

Japanese knotweed must be controlled especially where canopy thinning may lead to more 
vigorous growth. 
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Appendix B Welsh Harp Tree Management Area 4b 
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Brent Reservoir Site of Special Scientific Interest (“the SSSI”) 
 
CONSENT OF NATURAL ENGLAND 
 
Section 28E(3)(a) Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended and inserted by section 
75 and Schedule 9 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000) 
 

To: 

Tracy Sawyer 

Of: 

London Borough of Barnet, North London Business Park, Oakleigh Road South, 
London N11     

Natural England gives you consent to carry out, cause or permit to be carried out the 
operations specified below, on the land specified below:- 

Specified operations: 

Tree management/pruning 

Timing of proposed operations: 

Three year cycle from March 2011 to March 2023      

Land on which operations are to be carried out: 

As notified on the attached map – trees T4 – T7 

 

Signed for Natural England:  
 
 

Date:    30 March 2011  
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If you wish to change the proposed operations or their location or to carry out 
additional operations for which consent has not yet been given, or if a time 
period set out above, has expired, you are required to give further written 
notice to Natural England. 
 
Unauthorised operations may destroy, damage or disturb features of special 
scientific interest. 
 
It is the responsibility of the grantee of this consent to ensure that no other 
consents, whether of a public or a private nature, are needed and, if needed, to 
secure them him/herself. The grantee is also responsible for carrying out the 
consented operation(s) safely and in all ways according to the law. 

 

 

 

 

Wild London Team, Natural England, 123 Victoria Street, London 
SW1E 6DE 

If you have any queries or concerns over this consent, please contact Emily 
Dresner at the above address, emily.dresner@naturalengland.org.uk, 0300 060 
4764 or 07827 983 540. 

Reference number of operations from SSSI notification documents, for Natural 
England’s use only:  
12 
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